05 Agenda - 12 March 2024
Wokingham Town Council

Town Hall, Market Place, Wokingham, Berkshire RG40 | AS
Tel: 0118978 3185  www.wokingham-tc.gov.uk
Town Clerk: K. Hughes

This Council Meeting is open to the Public and Press
Please notify the Officer or Chairman if you wish to record the meeting

Tuesday, 05 March 2024
Dear Councillor

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of the Amenities Committee to be held in the
Council Chamber, Town Hall, Wokingham at 7.30pm on Tuesday 12™" March 2024 for the
purpose of considering and resolving upon the subjects and matters set out in the agenda below.

Yours sincerely
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K Hughes
Town Clerk
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Contact Officer: K Hughes, Town Clerk
Mobile: 07557 950741; email: townclerk@wokingham-tc.gov.uk

AGENDA
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

2 MEMBERS’ INTERESTS
To receive any declaration of interests from members on the business about to be transacted.

3 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OR PUBLIC
The Chairman to answer questions raised by members of the council or public.

This is an opportunity for the people of Wokingham to ask questions of, and make comments to, the
Town Council. Members of the public are requested to restrict their questions and comments to
three minutes. Questions which are not answered at this meeting will be answered in writing to the
person asking the question. To ensure an informed response, please send your questions to the
Town Clerk at least three working days prior to the meeting.

4 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
To receive and resolve the minutes of the proceedings at the meeting of this committee held on:
07th November 2023 (pages 16858 to 16860, copy attached) as a true and correct record.

5 GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT
To receive, consider and resolve upon the appointment of a grounds maintenance contractor to
undertake grounds maintenance for the town council from April 2024 to March 2029. (Note: details
to follow)

6 AMENITIES SERVICE AREA — CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
To receive comments from members on the 2023-24 Christmas lights.

7 BENCH ON WOOSEHILL
a) To receive and consider a report from the Town Clerk (report TC/06) on a proposal for the
installation of a public bench along Meadow Way in Woosehill
b) To consider and resolve upon an in-year request to the Finance and Personnel Committee for
costs for the purchase and installation of a bench.
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8 TREE CULTIVARS - GIPSY LANE ALLOTMENTS
To receive a report from the Allotment Officer on the apple tree cultivars at Gypsy Lane allotment
site.

9 GRAFFITI UPDATE
a) To receive an update from ClIr Lack regarding graffiti removal (photo report attached).
b) To note commercial cleaning of graffiti in the town 26-29" February (photo report attached)

10 RISK REGISTER
a) To note recommended changes / additions to the risk register (copy of the relevant sections
attached).
b) To note for information that WTC’s Health & Safety policy is being reviewed (see bullet points
below)
¢ Risk assessment revisions are completed for Town Hall and Woosehill
o Safe System of Works have been updated (draft v3), and final workings are underway.
e The H&S Policy statement has been updated.

11 COUNCIL’S UPDATED VISION AND PRINCIPLES
To consider how this can be embedded in the work of the amenities committee (copy attached).

12 MONITORING REPORT
To receive and consider the monitoring report dated 26 February 2024 (copy attached).

13 AMENITIES COMMITTEE INFORMATION
To receive information raised by members for possible inclusion on a subsequent Amenities
Committee agenda:

a) The Titan swing at King George V play park was vandalised but has been repaired.

b) Water continues to be removed from the trampoline at Elms Field, works towards a longer-
term solution will be picked up by the Amenities Officer.

c) The snake swing at Elms Field has been vandalised and is currently out of use (fenced off)
— parts are on order to repair this.

d) Balfour Beatty commenced works to replace the Network Rail Tanhouse Lane footbridge
(adjacent to Ormonde Road and Latimer Road allotments) on Monday 4th December 2023,
with works to install the new single span footbridge happening over the weekend of 23/24™
February. Work is expected to be completed by the end of March 2024 / early April.

e) Market Place western side wall lights failed on 1st December 2023, liaison with WBC staff
has found that units and the cabling are no longer serviceable. WBC were not intending on
upgrading them until next year, however, they have started the process now as a matter of
urgency.

14 MATTERS TO PUBLICISE VIA SOCIAL MEDIA FROM THIS EVENING’S MEETING
To receive and consider a verbal report from the Chairman.

Amenities Committee: Clirs R Bishop-Firth, S Cornish, A Fraser, M Fumagalli, T Lack (Chairman),
M Malvern (Vice-Chair), A Medhurst, N Nagella and H Richards

Copy: Clirs S Gurney and | Shepherd-Dubey

In order to comply with the Data Protection Act 1998, all persons attending this meeting are hereby notified that this
meeting will be recorded. The purpose of recording proceedings is that it acts as an aide-memoir in assisting the clerk of
the meeting in the compilation of minutes. The recordings are held in a secure location and deleted once it has been
resolved that the minutes are a true and correct record.

In accordance with The Openness of Local Government Bodies regulations 2014, persons attending this meeting may
make their own recordings of the proceedings subject to the Council’s Policy on Filming, Recording & Reporting on
Council and Committee Meetings (copy available on request).
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DRAFT
07t November 2023

Minutes of the proceedings of the AMENITIES COMMITTEE meeting held on this
day in the COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, WOKINGHAM from 7:30 pm to
9:13 pm.

PRESENT
Clirs: R Bishop-Firth, S Cornish, M Malvern (Vice Chair), A Medhurst, N Nagella,
and H Richards

IN ATTENDANCE
Amenities Officer (AO) — Fiona Sleaford
Grounds & Bloom Officer (GBO) — Marianna Pentek

In the absence of the Committee Chairman, the meeting was chaired by the Vice-
Chair Clir Malvern, in-line with Standing Orders.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (Agenda Item 1)
Clir T Lack (Chairman), M Fumagalli and A Fraser

MEMBERS’ INTERESTS (Agenda Item 2)
None

QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OR PUBLIC (Agenda Item 3)
None

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING (Agenda Iltem 4)
It was proposed by Clir Medhurst and seconded by Clir Cornish, and it was

RESOLVED
30741 that the minutes of the Amenities Committee meeting held on 12th September

2023 (pages 16819 to 16822) be received as a true and correct record, and they
be confirmed and signed by the Chair.

ACTION: AMENITIES OFFICER
AMENITIES SERVICE AREA - CHRISTMAS LIGHTS (Agenda Item 5)
Clirs received the Amenities Officer’s Briefing Notes — October 2023, dated 30th
August 2023:
Discussion points included:
e The new contract.
¢ The ongoing observations by the AO, to ensure the display remains complete.
¢ Previous incidents of vandalism to the main Christmas tree, and the GBO gave

an update on the security patrols in place over Christmas and new year.

e CliIrs considering potential expansion areas, while the scheme is in place.

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT (Agenda Item 6)

Clirs received the Amenities Officer’'s Report, 04/2023-24 dated 24th October.
Discussion points included that:

e The benefit to the council and the contractor over a longer contract.

e The recent increases in labour, equipment, and fuel costs.

¢ Grounds maintenance encompasses a wide range of tasks and services.

e There is no financial exposure for the council by extending the contract.

e Grass cutting for the allotments is to be separated from this contract.

It was proposed by CliIr Richards and seconded by Clir Nagella, and it was

RESOLVED
30742 to extend the Grounds Maintenance contract to a five-year contract.

ACTION: AMENITIES OFFICER

CHAIRMAN'S INITIALS

Amenities Committee 07th November 2023 16858
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DRAFT

GRAFFITI UPDATE (Agenda Item 7)
a) Clirs received a photo montage from ClIr Lack detailing recent graffiti removal,
with suggested locations for professional removal.
b) Discussion about additional murals was deferred to January’s meeting.
ACTION: AMENITIES OFFICER

RISK REGISTER (Agenda item 8)

Councillors noted:

a) There are no recommended changes to the risk register.

b) WTC’s overall Health & Safety policy is being reviewed; any recommended

changes will be brought in March 2024.

Discussion points included:

¢ That ClIrs understand the different risks that relate to the committee’s oversight.

¢ The need to differentiate various levels of risk and separate their sections.
ACTION: AMENITIES OFFICER / TOWN CLERK

COUNCIL’S UPDATED VISION AND PRINCIPLES (AGENDA ITEM 9)
Clirs received copy of the council’s updated vision and principles.
Discussion points included:

e Embedding the principles into decision making.

¢ That they should be considered in detail when planning spending requests.
¢ They should be consulted for ongoing development.

MONITORING REPORT (Agenda Item 10)
Councillors received and discussed the report dated 24th October 2023:

Item 174: Defibrillator for Woosehill Community Hall, FY2023-2024: Installation
was completed in October 2023. Item to be removed from the monitoring report.

The AO was thanked for clearing the monitoring report, and it was considered a
good way to end the year.
ACTION: AMENITIES OFFICER

AMENITIES COMMITTEE INFORMATION (Agenda Item 11)
Clirs noted the following:
a) The Wokingham Bloom results.
eThe GBO was thanked for the excellent results, her drive and commitment.
b) The resurfacing of Leslie Sears play area was completed 20th October.
oCliIrs were very pleased with the new surfacing and look of the play park.
c) Repair to the burnt section of rubber mulch at EIms Field.
oCliIrs were pleased to be made aware of the work of the Amenities “team”.
d) The new trampoline at EIms Field has filled with water.
oClIrs were advised this has not been closed as it is not a health and safety
issue.
eHaving taken advice, the situation is being monitored, it is expected the
trampoline will drain given time for the soil to absorb the water.
e) The tent encampment in Howard Palmer Garden that began in October.
eThe GBO confirmed that Howard Palmer Garden will not reopen until 18th
November, as commercial maintenance is required.
eDiscussion of Howard Palmer Garden will be brought to January’s meeting.
f) Balfour Beatty are due to commence works to replace the Network Rail
Tanhouse footbridge on Monday 4th December 2023. Work is expected to be
completed by the end of March 2024.
oIt was confirmed to Clirs that this bridge will have stepped access only.
ACTION: AMENITIES OFFICER

CHAIRMAN'S INITIALS

Amenities Committee 07th November 2023 16859
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DRAFT

MATTERS TO PUBLICISE VIA SOCIAL MEDIA FROM THIS EVENING’S
MEETING (Agenda Item 12)

e Christmas lights.

e The new defibrillator installed outside Woosehill Community Hall.
e Resurfacing of Leslie Sears play park.

ACTION: AMENITIES OFFICER / MARKETING OFFICER
Meeting closed at 9:13 pm.

CHAIRMAN

CHAIRMAN'S INITIALS

Amenities Committee 07th November 2023 16860
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Wokingham Town Council

Town Clerk’s Report 06/2024

To: Amenities Committee
Date: 12" March 2024

Subject: Woosehill bench installation

1 PURPOSE OF REPORT
1.1 To consider a proposal for the installation of a public bench in Woosehill, to include:

e Location
e Public consultation
e Funding

2 BACKGROUND
2.1 The Amenities Officer received an enquiry and contacted the Cleaner and Greener
team at Wokingham Borough Council, who own the land alongside the Emm Brook,
regarding the installation of a bench near Kingfisher Bridge in Woosehill. WBC has
agreed in principle to the installation of public seating in this location.

2.2 The WBC Officer did note that the council may wish to review any residents’ concerns
over antisocial behaviour, as issues have been experienced previously near the play
area behind Morrisons.
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3 CURRENT POSITION / ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION

3.1

4.1

5.1
5.2

5.3
54

To progress this proposal, the committee will need to consider:

e The exact location for a bench

¢ When and how to consult with local residents over the proposals

e Source quotes for the style of bench required and installation

e Submit an in-year funding request to the F&P committee for budget for the
project.

e Subject to above, submit a formal proposal to WBC for the installation of a new
bench.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

At present, costs are unknown, but there is no specific budget for this request in the
2024-25 financial year.

NEXT STEPS

To consider and resolve in principle whether to progress a project to install a bench.
(Subject to above)

To agree a proposed location for the bench

To agree a method of public consultation

(once quotes are sourced)

To agree a request for in-year funding to F&P
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Wokingham Town Council

February 2024

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE SPECIFICATION
Parks and Open Spaces Grounds Maintenance for a Five-Year Period:
1st April 2024 — 31st March 2029

LOCATIONS:
e Howard Palmer Gardens
o Joel Park & Holt Copse
e King George V Playing Field
e Langborough Recreation Ground
e Leslie Sears Playing Field
e Viking Field (entrance via Leslie Sears Playing Field)
e Redlands Farm Park
e Elms Field (please refer to separate schedule supplied)

Please reference the provided “Parks Map” for park location overview.
SPECIFICATION:

1. Extent of Works

The detailed works, as per the enclosed grounds maintenance schedule 2024-2029, consist of
cutting grass and trimming round trees, obstacles, fence lines, and walls every two weeks from
early April to late October each year (total of 15 cuts each year), together with the litter picking of
all shrub areas. A further grass cut in November of each year may be required, depending on
prevailing weather conditions and growth.

2. Grass cutting

(a) The cutting of the grass shall be by hand and mechanical means. All mechanical plant shall be
adequately maintained and protected against causing damage to the public and all of the
Council's property. No mains electrical power shall be obtained for the operation of plant
from any point within the Council's property.

(b) All cutting shall be carried out as expeditiously as possible and the Contractor shall at all times
have sufficient labour and plant available to ensure that cutting is completed at two weekly
intervals at each site. Should the weather conditions be such that they are unsuitable for the
cutting of grass, either because the ground conditions are unfavourable, or because the grass
has not grown due to a period of dry weather, the Contractor agrees to reschedule the cut or
a pro rata reduction to the tender price for grass cutting.

(c) Before carrying out the cutting operations at any of the sites the Contractor shall examine
each site, pick up and remove from site any rubbish, cans, bottles, paper, stones, bricks,
household rubbish, builders’ materials, etc. and any materials or objects thereon at their own
expense, included in this work. The Council will not accept any claim by the Contractor for
damage to equipment on this account.

Town Hall, Market Place, Wokingham, Berkshire RG40 | AS Town Clerk: K Hughes
www.wokingham-tc.gov.uk Tel: 0118 978 3185
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(d) The Contractor shall ensure that the grass is cut in accordance with the Schedule over the
whole of each and every grassed area listed in the Schedule. Their tendered prices shall allow
for the necessary handwork to carry out the work as described in this sub-clause.

(e) The Contractor shall cut the grass with approved cylinder or rotary machines (depending on
growth). These machines are to be adequately guarded at all times to comply with the
provisions of the Health and Safety at Work Regulations. Grass cut on the first cut will be
required to be removed from site. On subsequent cuts grass to be fly-cut leaving clippings in
situ, but clippings must be swept off footpaths and play equipment areas especially in wet
conditions to the satisfaction of the Council. However, for Howard Palmer Gardens all
clippings must be removed after the first and every subsequent cut. The grass at Howard
Palmer Gardens is to be cut to ‘golf course’ standard. Horizontal stripes are to be visible in the
grass after it has been cut.

(f) The Contractor shall ensure that the prices submitted are adequate to allow the grass to be
cut along all edges whether shrub borders around the trees, fence lines, including around play
areas, or walls as per the attached grounds maintenance schedule.

3. Fertiliser

Application of fertiliser (such as ICL Sportsmaster Base Spring & Summer or equivalent) to be
applied in the first weeks of April after the appropriate cut for the period at EIms Field and Howard
Palmer Gardens. The product used must be approved by the Grounds Officer before application.

4. Harrowing and Reinstatement
The Council may request additional quotes for ad-hoc harrowing and grounds reinstatement work,
prior to re-seeding.

5. Maintenance of tree/shrub areas
The Contractor shall allow for 4 visits to each site during the period early April to late September
and undertake the following works:
a) Removal of paper and all rubbish including tins, bottles, builders' rubbish, or other waste
material of a non-horticultural nature before grass cutting.
b) Weeding areas around bases of all trees.
c) Every care must be taken to ensure that no damage is caused to existing shrubs or plants, and
any so damaged must be replaced by the Contractor at their own expense.
d) All rubbish removed from tree/shrub areas by the Contractor shall be taken to a licensed tip, at
their own expense.
e) Keep brambles, bushes and hedges abutting and around play areas and major footpaths,
a. inJoel Park & Holt Copse,
b. Langborough Recreation Ground,
c. Leslie Sears Playing Field and
d. King George V Playing Field, cut back in accordance with the ground's maintenance
schedule.

6. Viking Field

The Contractor shall in each year of this contract sow a minimum of six varieties of wildflower, the
varieties to be determined in the first year, suitable for the soil type. Sowing location will be by
the main footpath, between Tanners Row and Leslie Sears, totalling of a minimum 600m? (1.5m
wide on both side of the footpath) per year. Areas of sowing to be determined by the Council in
consultation with the Contractor. After sowing, initial maintenance of the sown area is to be
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carried out in accordance with the seed fact sheet or suppliers’ recommendations. Grass cutting is
as per grounds maintenance schedule.

7. Proof of Works Delivered

The Contractor shall submit, by the last day of each month, to the Council a copy of the grounds
maintenance schedule 2024 — 2029, listing the sites completed on which date, so that an
inspection can be made to ascertain whether the work has been carried out to a satisfactory
standard. In the event of the work not being satisfactory the Contractor will be informed, and the
work must be undertaken again. The appropriate grounds maintenance schedule log must then
be re-submitted by the Contractor.

8. Ditch clearance and autumn leaves pick-up

One autumn pick-up of leaves as per the grounds maintenance schedule is to be made. Ditches at
Joel Park are to be cleared of silt and debris annually in November or December, date to be agreed
with Grounds Officer.

9. White Line Marking
White line marking equipment required to mark a 100 m running track at King George V Playing
Field, date to be confirmed by the Council.

10. Equipment

It may be necessary for the Contractor to allow a representative of the Council to visit the
Contractor's depot so that they can satisfy themself about the adequacy of the Contractor’s
machinery, their maintenance facilities and arrangements.
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King George V
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Leslie Sears & Viking Field
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Redlands Farm Park
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27/01/2021 Elms Field plan.png (952x678)
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Agenda item 8
Wokingham Town Council

Allotment Officer’s Report 02/2023-24

To: Amenities Committee
Date: 25™ February 2024

Subject: New apple tree cultivars at Gipsy Lane allotment site

1. REASON FOR REPORT

1.1 To inform councillors about the background to the discovery and the current situation
with the new cultivars.

2. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

2.1 In 2022 the Allotments Officer (ALO) was contacted by Roger and Sue Gook, Gipsy
Lane allotment gardeners, about two mature apple trees growing on the boundary of
the site. They believed these to be unusual and something not previously seen
elsewhere by them.

2.2 They sent samples of the fruit to the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) at Wisley. The
RHS suggested that leaf samples be sent to the National Institute of Agricultural
Botany (NIAB), East Malling, Kent. NIAB analysed the DNA of the leaves and
confirmed that the two apple trees at Gipsy Lane are previously unknown cultivars.
The DNA leaf report is attached.

2.3 Subsequently, after a protracted process, the two cultivars have been recognised and
included on the national Register of Local Cultivars as:
Viola’s Berkshire Beauty (A5197); Eldon’s Wokingham Wonder (A5198). The
notification is attached. Viola and Eldon are the names of the Gook’s grandchildren.

2.4 Councillors should note that this does not confer any plant breeding rights or
copyright protection. Furthermore, should a “fingerprint’ occur in future samples
from elsewhere which has a better provenance the accredited names would be
regarded as a synonym.

2.5 Wokingham Town Council (WTC) arranged for a professional contractor to prune the
trees in early 2023 and early 2024. Prior to this the trees had not been cut back.

2.6 In 2023 Roger took scion wood from both trees and had these grafted onto rootstock
by The Heritage Fruit Tree Company. There are seven trees in pots in the ALO’s back
garden. In early February 2024 Roger and Sue attended a scion wood event and now
have more cuttings as follows:



2.7

2.8

2.9

Agenda item 8

6no. Viola’s Berkshire Beauty on M26 rootstock

4no. “ on M111 rootstock

6no. Eldon’s Wokingham Wonder on M26 rootstock

4no. “ on M111 rootstock

M26 rootstock produces a semi-dwarf tree which is tolerant of mediocre soil and
prolonged cold weather. The trees should reach a height of 2.4 - 3.5m. M111
rootstock produces a vigorous disease resistant tree which crops heavily. The trees
should reach a height of 3.7 - 4.6m. These newer cuttings are held at Roger and
Sue’s house.

After consulting Roger and Sue the ALO has ordered information signs for installation
next to the apple trees at Gipsy Lane.

It is hoped that the Town Mayor will perform a brief ceremony at Gipsy Lane with
Roger and Sue attending to recognise their indispensable work and achievement with
these apple trees.

It may be in 2025 that the potted trees from the 2023 grafts will be ready to be
planted out. WTC councillors and officers will have to consider where to plant them.
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Graffiti removed 25% January 2024 — Tony Lack and Andy Croy
Reading Road - Cabinets outslide Y_outh Centre

Reading Road — Cabinets outside Masonic and area

MR TN




Agenda item 9a

Shute End
'-Lﬂu.i-'_m._-.




Agenda item 9a
Westcott Rd




Agenda item 9a
London Road / Layby Café

i e -

el =

London Road Westbound, Priest and Rances ar
. " B ﬁ' p‘_. .t




CC Infrastructure Services graffiti clearance - 26th to 29th February 2024
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Denton Rd Denton Rd

C Cockpit Path car park

Cockpit Path car park Cockpit Path car park
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CC Infrastructure Services graffiti clearance - 26th to 29th February 2024
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Path by Red Lion PH
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Woosehill Underpass

Woosehill Underpass
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Denmark St / Wellington Rd

Park Ave / Wellington Rd Park Ave / Wellington Rd

Park Ave / Wellington Rd Luckley Path
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Peach St

Peach St/ Market Place
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WOKINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Review of Committee work against adopted principles Date: 28th February 2024
/ Wokingham Town Council Strategic Principles 2023-2027 \
Being sustainable Involving everyone
Working to reduce our negative Striving to ensure the council’s
impact on our local events, activities and
environment, use our financial democratic processes are open,
resources and physical assets accessible, and welcoming to
efficiently and effectively. everyone in our community.
While not exclusively, the prime contribution of the Amenities Committee is towards “being sustainable”. /
e Amenities e Grounds & Bloom ¢ Buildings & Market e Allotments

Comments:

Wokingham Town Council’s vision:

Wokingham Town Council embraces our past, celebrates our present and builds for our future.
1

Shared/Amenities/Amenities Committee meetings/Monitoring Reports/2023-2024
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WOKINGHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Monitoring Report: Amenities Committee Meeting: 12" March 2024 Date: 26" February 2024
/ Wokingham Town Council Strategic Principles 2023-2027 \
Being sustainable Involving everyone
Working to reduce our negative Striving to ensure the council’s
impact on our local events, activities and
environment, use our financial democratic processes are open,
resources and physical assets accessible, and welcoming to
efficiently and effectively. everyone in our community.
While not exclusively, the prime contribution of the Amenities Committee is towards “being sustainable”. /
e Amenities e Grounds & Bloom ¢ Buildings & Market e Allotments
Ref| Date Item for Action Action Proposed Status
Active by Completion Previous Progress
Date Progress Update
175

Wokingham Town Council’s vision:
Wokingham Town Council embraces our past, celebrates our present and builds for our future.

1

Shared/Amenities/Amenities Committee meetings/Monitoring Reports/2023-2024



